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ORDER OF MASS

INTRODUCTORY RITES
En t r a n c e Hy m n

His Eminence
Seán Cardinal O’Malley, OFM Cap.

Archbishop Emeritus of Boston
Principal Celebrant and Homilist
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Text: Michael Perry (1942-1996), © 1982, Hope Publishing Co.
Tune: THAXTED, Gustav Holst (1874-1934)



Op e n i n g Re m a r k s	 Monsignor Walter R. Rossi
Rector of the Basilica

Si g n o f t h e Cro s s

Gr e e t i n g

	 Cardinal:	 Peace be with you. 
	 Assembly:	 And with your spirit.

Co l l e c t

Pe n i t e n t i a l Ac t
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Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division:

Lord Jesus, you intercede for us with your Father:

Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to one another and to the Father:
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LITURGY OF THE WORD

Re a d i n g I 			   I John 4:19 – 5:4

Ps a l m Re s p o n s e 	 Psalm 72:1–2, 14 and 15bc, 17

Go s p e l Acc  l a m a t i o n 		

Go s p e l 	 		  Matthew 2:13–18

We praise you, O God, we acclaim you as Lord;
the white-robed army of martyrs praise you.


    
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 
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
 

na-tion on

  
earth will a -


dore


you.

Robert Grogan, 1996

Ho m i ly	 Seán Cardinal O’Malley, OFM Cap.
Archbishop Emeritus of Boston

Ge n e r a l In t e rc e s s i o n s 		 Response: Lord, hear our prayer.

    
Al - le -

   
lu - ia, al - le -

   
lu - ia, al - le -

 
lu - ia.

A. Gregory Murray, OSB, 1958



Pr e pa r a t i o n o f t h e Gi f t s

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
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Text: Folliot S. Pierpont, 1835-1917
Tune: DIX, 77 77 77; Arr. from Conrad Koeher, 1786-1872, by William H. Monk, 1823-1889Pr e fa c e

	 Cardinal:	 Pray, brethren, that my sacrifice and yours 
		  may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.

	 Assembly:	 May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
		  for the praise and glory of his name, for our good
		  and the good of all his holy Church.



Pr e fa c e Acc  l a m a t i o n

Me m o r i a l Acc  l a m a t i o n

Gr e a t Am e n 		

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we pro claim your-

&
2

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Death, O Lord, un til you come a gain.- -

Score

& œ œ ˙ œ œ œ ˙
A men, A men,

œ œ œ œ ˙
A men.- - -

PL

Score

             
Ho ly, Ho ly, Ho ly Lord God of hosts.

     
Heav en and earth are- - - -

     
full of your glo ry.

      
Ho san na in the high est.

    
Bless ed is he- - - - -

        
who comes in the name of the Lord.

         
Ho san na in the high est.- - -

Pr e fa c e Di a l o g u e

	 Cardinal:	 The Lord be with you.
	 Assembly:	 And with your spirit.

	 Cardinal:	 Lift up your hearts.
	 Assembly:	 We lift them up to the Lord.

	 Cardinal:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	 Assembly:	 It is right and just.



Li ta n y a t t h e Br e a k i n g o f Br e a d

Si g n o f Pe a c e

COMMUNION RITE

Lo r d’s  Pr a y e r

Doxo l o g y

& b ..œ œ œ œ ˙
A gnus De i

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙
qui tol lis pec ca ta mun di:

œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙
mi se re re no bis.- - - - - - - - - -

& b œ œ œ œ ˙
A gnus De i

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙
qui tol lis pec ca ta mun di:

œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙
do na no bis pa cem.- - - - - - - - -

chant mode vi



Gu i d e l i n e s f o r t h e Re c e p t i o n o f Co mm  u n i o n

For Catholics
As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist when we receive Holy 
Communion. We are encouraged to receive Communion devoutly and frequently. In order to 
be properly disposed to receive Communion, participants should not be conscious of grave 
sin and normally should have fasted for one hour. A person who is conscious of grave sin is 
not to receive the Body and Blood of the Lord without prior sacramental confession except 
for a grave reason where there is no opportunity for confession. In this case, the person is 
to be mindful of the obligation to make an act of perfect contrition, including the intention 
of confessing as soon as possible (canon 916). A frequent reception of the Sacrament of 
Penance is encouraged for all.

For Our Fellow Christians
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers and 
sisters. We pray that our common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in this Eucharist 
will draw us closer to one another and begin to dispel the sad divisions which separate us. 
We pray that these will lessen and finally disappear, in keeping with Christ’s prayer for us 
“that they may all be one” (John 17:21).

Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the reality of 
the oneness of faith, life, and worship, members of those churches with whom we are not 
yet fully united are ordinarily not admitted to Holy Communion. Eucharistic sharing in 
exceptional circumstances by other Christians requires permission according to the directives 
of the diocesan bishop and the provisions of canon law (canon 844 § 4). Members of the 
Orthodox Churches, the Assyrian Church of the East, and the Polish National Catholic 
Church are urged to respect the discipline of their own Churches. According to Roman 
Catholic discipline, the Code of Canon Law does not object to the reception of communion 
by Christians of these Churches (canon 844 § 3).

For Non-Christians
We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. While 
we cannot admit them to Holy Communion, we ask them to offer their prayers for the peace 
and the unity of the human family.

For Those Not Receiving Holy Communion
All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a 
prayerful desire for unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another.

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 1996
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Text: Brian Wren, b. 1936, © 1971, Hope Publishing Co.
Tune: LAND OF REST, CM; American

Co mm  u n i o n Pro c e s s i o n
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Pr a y e r a f t e r Co mm  u n i o n

So l e m n Bl e s s i n g a n d Di s m i s s a l

	 Cardinal:	 The Lord be with you.
	 Assembly:	 And with your spirit.

	 Deacon: 	 Bow down for the blessing.

	 Cardinal: 	 May the God of all consolation 
		  order your days in his peace 
		  and grant you the gifts of his blessing.
	 Assembly:	 Amen.

	 Cardinal: 	 May he free you always from every distress 
	 	 and confirm your hearts in his love.
	 Assembly:	 Amen.

	 Cardinal: 	 So that on this life’s journey 
	 	 you may be effective in good works, 
		  rich in the gifts of hope, faith and charity, 
		  and may come happily to eternal life.
	 Assembly:	 Amen.

	 Cardinal: 	 And may the blessing of almighty God,
		  the Father,  and the Son,  and the Holy  Spirit,
		  come down on you and remain with you for ever.
	 Assembly:	 Amen.

	 Deacon: 	 Go forth, the Mass is ended.
	 Assembly: 	 Thanks be to God.



Re c e s s i o na l Hy m n

We ask you to respect our custom of standing in place
and singing the complete Recessional Hymn.
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Prot. N. 00007/2026-1214/25/I
Decree

	 The Apostolic Penitentiary, to increase the devotion of the faithful and the salvation of 
souls, by special virtue of the faculties granted to it by the most Holy Father and our Lord in 
Christ Leo XIV, Pope by Divine Providence, Minister of our faith and joy, having considered the 
recent petitions brought forth by His Eminence Robert Walter Cardinal McElroy, Metropolitan 
Archbishop of Washington, graciously grants, from the immense mercy of God and the heavenly 
treasures of the Church, a plenary indulgence, under the usual conditions (sacramental confession, 
Eucharistic communion, and prayer for the intentions of the Supreme Pontiff), to be gained by the 
faithful who are truly penitent and motivated by charity. This indulgence may also be applied, by 
way of suffrage, to the souls of the faithful detained in Purgatory. The indulgence is granted to those 
who participate in sacred celebrations that will be held with great public attendance throughout the 
annual event called the “March for Life,” on January 22 and 23, 2026, in the entire Archdiocese 
of Washington (especially in the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and in the Cathedral Church itself), or spend at least a suitable period of time in pious 
meditation, prayer, or other works of Christian piety to the glory of God, and pour out pious prayers 
to God for harmony and peace among peoples against the aberrations of the day, concluding with 
the Our Father, the Creed and invocations to the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of Peace, Mother of 
Mercy.
	 The elderly, the infirm, as well as those who care for them, and all who for serious reasons 
cannot leave their homes, may likewise obtain the plenary indulgence, provided they reject all sin 
with a contrite heart and resolve to fulfill, as soon as they are able, the three usual conditions. They 
may gain the indulgence if they spiritually unite themselves to the sacred celebrations, especially 
when these are broadcast through the means of communication, offering their prayers, sufferings, 
or the inconveniences of their own lives to the merciful God, comforting themselves in tribulation.
	 Therefore, to make access to divine pardon through the keys of the Church easier, out of 
pastoral charity, this Apostolic Penitentiary earnestly requests that the diocesan penitentiary, the 
cathedral clergy, pastors, and priests endowed with the necessary faculties to hear confessions 
make themselves available with a ready, generous, and merciful spirit for the celebration of the 
Sacrament of Penance.
	 This decree is valid for this occasion only. Anything to the contrary notwithstanding.
	 Given in Rome, from the offices of the Apostolic Penitentiary, on the 5th day of January,  
in the year of the Lord 2026.



HISTORY OF THE 
NATIONAL PRAYER VIGIL FOR LIFE

	 The National Rosary for Life and all-night vigil at the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception began in 1979 from the inspiration of 
Maryknoll Brother Goretti Zilli from New York. Fifty people attended the first 
vigil Mass celebrated by Father John Gabin of Philadelphia in the lower level Crypt 
Church. Eucharistic adoration and other devotions continued through the night, with 
Father John Randall of Providence offering Mass at midnight. Brother Michael 
Cerrone (who later became Army Chaplain Father Michael Cerrone) coordinated 
and led prayers through the night for an end to abortion, and then led the group in 
the March for Life the following morning.

	 Key organizers of the first Vigil also include Mrs. Sally Reynolds and the 
Mothers of Mary of the Archdiocese of Detroit, Miss Virginia Murphy and the 
Immaculate Heart Reparation Society of D.C., as well as groups from Michigan and 
Rhode Island. At their request the following year, Cardinal John Carberry asked the 
Bishops’ conference to co-sponsor the event. With every passing year, thousands 
of Catholics from all over the country have responded enthusiastically and in ever 
greater numbers by taking part in the National Prayer Vigil for Life.

	 Today, the founders’ dream of a program of prayer for life exceeds anything 
they could have envisioned. The Great Upper Church of the Basilica fills to 
overflowing for the opening liturgy, which is concelebrated by hundreds of clergy, 
including Bishops, Cardinals, and the Apostolic Nuncio, the Holy Father’s personal 
representative in the United States. With the assistance of the Eternal Word Television 
Network, the Opening and Closing Masses of the National Prayer Vigil for Life are 
televised live worldwide.

	 After the Opening Mass, the evening portion of the Vigil program concludes 
with a Holy Hour for Life in the live broadcast. On the following morning, thousands 
more gather in the Great Upper Church for the Closing Mass of the Vigil before 
taking part in the March for Life on the Mall in Washington, D.C.

	 The Church and the Pro-Life movement are deeply indebted to the visionaries 
who began this event decades ago. May this great prayer for life continue as their 
lasting legacy for years to come.



To make a secure contact-free donation online in support of the National Shrine, 
please scan the following QR code using the camera on your smartphone or device:

Thank you for your generosity and support of Mary’s Shrine!

The National Prayer Vigil for Life (“the Event”) is being recorded, and all persons 
entering this facility grant to EWTN and its respective licensees, affiliates and 
related organizations the rights to use your image, likeness and voice or other 
sound effects for any live or recorded video display of the Event, for any other 
transmission or reproduction of the Event in whole or in part, and for other legal 
purposes throughout the world in any media now known or subsequently developed.

Help women in your community to choose life. 
Learn about “Walking with Moms in Need” at walkingwithmoms.com.

Na t i o na l Pr a y e r Vi g i l  f o r Li f e 2027

Opening Mass of the National Prayer Vigil for Life
Thursday, January 21, 2027 at 5:00 p.m.

Closing Mass of the National Prayer Vigil for Life
Friday, January 22, 2027 at 8:00 a.m.

The National Prayer Vigil for Life is co-sponsored by the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops Committee on Pro-Life Activities, the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, and the Campus Ministry Office of  
The Catholic University of America.
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