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INTRODUCTORY RITES
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, b. 1903, © 1969 Hope Publishing Co.
Tune: CHRISTE SANCTORUM, 10 11 11 6; Paris Antiphoner, 1681

pr e l u d e
    
  Vigil Cantabile from Trois Pièces César Franck
  12:00 (1822-1890)
    4:30 
 9:00 Variations sur Lucis Creator   Jehan Alain
  (1911-1940)
 10:30 iv. Adagio from Symphony No. 5 Charles-Marie Widor
     (1844-1937)



gr e e t i N g

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
Assembly: And with your spirit.

The Celebrant blesses the candles and sprinkles them with Holy Water.

de a c o N’s  iN v i ta t i o N

Deacon: Let us go in peace to meet the Lord. 
    Assembly:     In the name of Christ. Amen. 

aN t i p h o N     Luke 2:29-32

THE BLESSING OF CANDLES AND PROCESSION
(at Noon Mass)

iN v i ta t i o N to pr a y e r

Celebrant: Let us pray.

O God, source and origin of all light, 
who on this day showed to the just man Simeon 
the Light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
we humbly ask that, in answer to your people’s prayers, 
you may be pleased to sanctify 
with your blessing  these candles, 
which we are eager to carry in praise of your name, 
so that, treading the path of virtue, 
we may reach that light which never fails.  

  Through Christ our Lord. 
Assembly: Amen.
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LITURGY OF THE WORD

re a d i N g i    Malachi 3:1-4

ps a l m re s p o N s e  Psalm 24:7, 8, 9, 10

re a d i N g ii                 Hebrews 2:14-18

go s p e l ac c l a m a t i o N  Luke 2:32

A light of revelation to the Gentiles,
and glory for your people Israel.

 Deacon: The Lord be with you.
 Assembly: And with your spirit.

 Deacon: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
Assembly: Glory to you, O Lord. 

go s p e l   Luke 2:22-40

ho m i ly
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pro f e s s i o N o f fa i t h

 I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
   maker of heaven and earth, 
   of all things visible and invisible.

  I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
  the Only Begotten Son of God, 
  born of the Father before all ages.
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God,
  begotten, not made, 
  consubstantial with the Father;
   through him all things were made.

  For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

(All bow during these two lines.)

   and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
   and became man.

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
   he suffered death and was buried,
   and rose again on the third day 
   in accordance with the Scriptures.
   He ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
   and his kingdom will have no end.

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
   who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
   who has spoken through the prophets.

  I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
      I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
   and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
   and the life of the world to come.  Amen.



th e Ju B i l e e pr a y e r  

Father in heaven,
may the faith you have gifted us 
in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity 
kindled in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us, the blessed hope
for the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us
into diligent cultivators of the evangelical seeds 
that make humanity and the cosmos rise 
unto the confident expectation
of the new heavens and the new earth,
when with the powers of Evil overcome,
your glory shall be manifested eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,
the yearning for heavenly treasures 
and pour over all the earth 
the joy and peace of our Redeemer.
To you God blessed in eternity,
be praise and glory for ever and ever. 

Amen.

ge N e r a l iN t e rc e s s i o N s  Response: Lord, hear our prayer.



LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

pr e pa r a t i o N o f t h e gi f t s

(Choir) When to the Temple Mary Went    Johann Eccard
       (1553-1611)

When to the temple Mary went, 
And brought the Holy Child, 
Him did the aged Simeon see, 
As it had been revealed. 
He took up Jesus in his arms 
And blessing God he said: 
In peace I now depart, my Saviour having seen, 
The Hope of Israel, the Light of men. 

Help now thy servants, gracious Lord, 
That we may ever be 
As once the faithful Simeon was, 
Rejoicing but in Thee; 
And when we must from earth departure take, 
May gently fall asleep and with Thee wake.
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Tune: ST. ANNE, CM; Attr. to William Croft, 1678-1727



pr e fa c e ac c l a m a t i o N
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Mass in Honor of the Immaculate Conception

me m o r i a l ac c l a m a t i o N 

gr e a t am e N   
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COMMUNION RITE

lo r d’s  pr a y e r

doxo l o g y

si g N o f pe a c e

li ta N y a t t h e Br e a k i N g o f Br e a d

co m m u N i o N aN t i p h o N

My eyes have seen your salvation,
which you prepared in the sight of all the peoples.

co m m u N i o N pro c e s s i o N
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Peter Latona, 1999
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(Choir) Missa Quarti toni Tomás Luis de Victoria
       Agnus Dei  (1548-1611)



gu i d e l i N e s f o r t h e re c e p t i o N o f co m m u N i o N

For Catholics
As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist when we receive Holy 
Communion.  We are encouraged to receive Communion devoutly and frequently.  In order 
to be properly disposed to receive Communion, participants should not be conscious of grave 
sin and normally should have fasted for one hour.  A person who is conscious of grave sin is 
not to receive the  Body and Blood of the Lord without prior sacramental confession except 
for a grave reason where there is no opportunity for confession.  In this case, the person is 
to be mindful of the obligation to make an act of perfect contrition, including the intention 
of confessing as soon as possible (canon 916).  A frequent reception of the Sacrament of 
Penance is encouraged for all.

For Our Fellow Christians
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers and 
sisters.  We pray that our common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in this Eucharist 
will draw us closer to one another and begin to dispel the sad divisions which separate us.  
We pray that these will lessen and finally disappear, in keeping with Christ’s prayer for us 
“that they may all be one” (John 17:21).

Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the reality of 
the oneness of faith, life, and worship, members of those churches with whom we are not 
yet fully united are ordinarily not admitted  to Holy Communion.  Eucharistic sharing in 
exceptional circumstances by other Christians requires permission  according to the directives 
of the diocesan bishop and the provisions of canon law (canon 844 § 4).  Members of the 
Orthodox Churches, the Assyrian Church of the East, and the Polish National Catholic 
Church are urged to respect the discipline of their own Churches.  According to Roman 
Catholic discipline, the Code of Canon Law does not object to the reception of communion 
by Christians of these Churches (canon 844 § 3).

For Non-Christians
We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ.  While 
we cannot admit them to Holy Communion, we ask them to offer their prayers for the peace 
and the unity of the human family.

For Those Not Receiving Holy Communion
All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a 
prayerful desire for unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another.

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 1996



(Choir) Nunc Dimittis    Gustav Holst
                                                          (1874-1934)

Nunc dimittis servum tuum, Domine,  Lord, now let your servant depart in peace:
secundum verbum tuum in pace:  according to your word.
Quia viderunt oculi mei salutare tuum For my eyes have seen: your salvation,
Quod parasti ante faciem   Which you have prepared: 
omnium populorum:   before the face of all people;
Lumen ad revelationem gentium,  To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:
et gloriam plebis tuae Israel.  and to be the glory of your people Israel.

Gloria Patri, et Filio,    Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
et Spiritui Sancto:   and to the Holy Ghost;
Sicut erat in principio,    As it was in the beginning, 
et nunc, et semper,    is now, and ever shall be:
et in sæcula sæculorum. Amen.  world without end. Amen.

(Choir) Diffusa est gratia    Giovanni Maria Nanino
                                                          (1544-1607)

Diffusa est gratia in labiis tuis:
propterea benedixit te Deus in aeternum.

Myrrha, et gutta, et casia a vestimentis tuis, 
a domibus eburneis;
ex quibus delectaverunt te
filiae regum in honore tuo.

Grace flows from your lips,
because God has blessed you for ever.

All your garments smell of myrrh, aloes, and cassia: 
out of the ivory palaces,
whereby they have made you glad. 
Kings’ daughters were among your honorable women.



pr a y e r a f t e r co m m u N i o N

Bl e s s i N g a N d di s m i s s a l

 Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
 Assembly: And with your spirit.

 Celebrant: May almighty God bless you,
  the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit.
 Assembly: Amen. 

 Deacon: Go forth, the Mass is ended.
 Assembly: Thanks be to God.

We ask you to respect our custom of standing in place
and singing the complete Recessional Hymn.

ma r i a N aN t i p h o N (at Noon Mass)
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re c e s s i o Na l hy m N 
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Text: James Montgomery (1771-1854); para. of Psalm 72
Tune: ELLECOMBE, 76 76 D; Gesanguch der Herzogl, Wirtemberg, 1784po s t l u d e

     Vigil vii. Sept Improvisations, Op. 150  Camille Saint-Saëns
  12:00 (1835-1921)
 4:30 
 9:00 Sortie on Lumen ad revelationem Peter Latona
  (b. 1968)
 10:30 Fugue in A Minor, BWV 543/2     Johann Sebastian Bach

(1685-1750)



To make a secure contact-free donation online in support of the National Shrine, 
please scan the following QR code using the camera on your smartphone or device:

Thank you for your generosity and support of Mary’s Shrine!

ce N t e Na ry he r i ta g e ta l k s

In observance of One Hundred Years of Worship at the National Shrine, 
the Shrine continues its series of “Heritage Talks” throughout the year 
focusing on the Eucharist and its place in the liturgical and artistic life 

of the Shrine.

            
February 20, 2025

following the 5:15 p.m. Mass, Crypt Church

Reverend Monsignor Vito A. Buonanno 
Director of Pilgrimages 

Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
Eucharist and Pilgrimage: The Great Intercessory Prayer

March 20, 2025        
following the 5:15 p.m. Mass, Crypt Church

Reverend Gary Banks, ST
Archivist of the Missionaries of the Holy Trinity

Eucharist: Every Catholic an Apostle
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ac k N oW l e d g e m e N t s
The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception gratefully acknowledges the following authors and composers 
whose materials are employed in this worship leaflet:  Processional Hymn Music: CHRISTE SANCTORUM. Gloria Music: 
Missa de Angelis. Psalm Response Music: Peter Latona, © 2014. Gospel Acclamation Music: A Major Chant. Preparation 
Hymn Music: ST. ANNE. Preface Acclamation, Memorial Acclamation Music: ICEL © 2011. Great Amen Music: Peter 
Latona, © 2011. Lamb of God Music: Chant Mode VI. Communion Procession Music: Peter Latona, © 1999. Recessional 
Hymn  Music: ELLACOMBE. Copyrighted materials reprinted with permission under Onelicense.net #A-701285. All rights 
reserved. Cover Sketch Art: H. C. Shaug.
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Liturgical Ministers of the Basilica of the National Shrine
Knights of Columbus, Ushers of the Basilica of the National Shrine

Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate, Sacristans of the Basilica of the National Shrine
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