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Feast of the Holy Family

of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

28 December 2025



ORDER OF MASS

Pr e l u d e
 	
	  Vigil	 Divinum Mysterium	 Gerald Near
	 10:30	   (b. 1942)
	 12:00	
 	 9:00	 Pastorale	 Giovanni Battista Cervellini

(1752–1805)
	 4:30	 Away in a Manger	 arr. Keith Chapman

(1945–1989)

INTRODUCTORY RITES

Pro c e s s i o na l Hy m n

Pe n i t e n t i a l Ac t (at Noon Mass)

Assembly: 	 I confess to almighty God, and to you, my brothers and sisters,
		  that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words,
		  in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
		  through my fault, through my fault, 
		  through my most grievous fault;
		  therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
		  all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters,
	 to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Celebrant: 	May almighty God have mercy on us, 
		  forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
Assembly:	 Amen.
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Gl o r i a

Co l l e c t

	 Cantor: 	 Lord Jesus, you are mighty God and Prince of Peace:

	 Cantor: 	 Lord Jesus, you are the Son of God and Son of Mary:
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	 Cantor: 	 Lord Jesus, you are Word made flesh and splendor of the Father:


         

Glo ry to God in the high est

          
and on earth peace to peo ple of good will.- - -


        

We praise you, we bless you,

    
we a dore you,-
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         

we glo ri fy you, we give you thanks

     
for your great glo ry,- - -
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        

Lord God, heav en ly King,

       
O God, al might y Fa ther.- - -- -


          

Lord Je sus Christ, On ly be got ten Son,
          

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Fa ther,- - - - -


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you are seat ed at the right hand of the Fa ther,

     
have mer cy on us.- - -


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For you a lone are the Ho ly One,

     
you a lone are the Lord,- - -


        

you a lone are the Most High,

    
Je sus Christ,

      
with the Ho ly Spir it,- - - -


          

in the glo ry of God the Fa ther.
         
A men.- - - - - -

Peter Latona
Mass in Honor of the Immaculate Conception

Celebrant: Assembly:



LITURGY OF THE WORD

Re a d i ng  II 			   Colossians 3:12–21

Re a d i ng  I 			   Sirach 3:2–6, 12–14

Ps a l m Re s p o n s e 	 Psalm 128:1–2, 3, 4–5

Let the peace of Christ control your hearts;
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.

Go s p e l Ac c l a m a t i o n 		  Colossians 3:15a, 16a

Go s p e l 	 		  Matthew 2:13–15, 19–23

Ho m i ly 	

I believe in one God,
	 the Father almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth,
	 of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
	 the Only Begotten Son of God,
	 born of the Father before all ages.
	 God from God, Light from Light, 
	 true God from true God,
	 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
	 through him all things were made.
	 For us men and for our salvation
	 he came down from heaven,

				    (All bow during these two lines.)

	 and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
	 and became man.

Pro f e s s i o n o f Fa i t h

& bb 43 œ œ œ œ œ
Al le lu ia,

œ œ œ œ œ
al le lu ia,

œ œ œ œ œ
al le lu

.˙
ia.- - - - - - - - -

Score

& b 42 œ œ œ
Bless-ed are

œ œ œ
those who

.œ jœ
fear the

.œ jœ
Lord and

œ œ œ
walk in his

˙
ways.

JG



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
	 he suffered death and was buried, 
	 and rose again on the third day
	 in accordance with the Scriptures.
	 He ascended into heaven 
	 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
	 He will come again in glory
	 to judge the living and the dead
	 and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
	 who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
	 who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
	 I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
	 and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
	 and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Ge n e r a l In t e rc e s s i o n s 	 Response: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Father in heaven,
may the faith you have given us
in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity enkindled
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope
for the coming of your Kingdom.
 
May your grace transform us
into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within 
both humanity and the whole cosmos
in the sure expectation
of a new heaven and a new earth,
when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,
your glory will shine eternally.
 
May the grace of the Jubilee
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,
a yearning for the treasures of heaven.
May that same grace spread
the joy and peace of our Redeemer
throughout the earth.
To you our God, eternally blessed,
be glory and praise for ever.

Amen.

Th e Ju b i l e e Pr a y e r 



LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Pr e pa r a t i o n o f t h e Gi f t s
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Text: Puer nobis nascitur; Latin, 15th C.; Tr. by Percy Dearmer, 1867-1936, © Oxford University Press
Tune: PUER NOBIS NASCITUR, 7 7 7 7; Piae Cantiones, 1582

(Choir) O Magnum Mysterium 	 Tomás Luis de Victoria
(c. 1548– 1611)

O magnum mysterium,		  O great mystery,
et admirabile sacramentum,	 and wondrous sacrament,
ut animalia viderent Dominum	 That animals should see the Lord
natum, jacentem in præsepio!	 new-born and lying in a manger.
Beata virgo, cujus viscera	 Blessed is the Virgin whose womb
meruerunt portare		  was worthy to carry
Dominum Christum. Alleluia!	 the Lord Jesus Christ.  Alleluia!

(Responsory V, Matins of Christmas)
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Gr e a t Am e n 		

COMMUNION RITE

Si gn  o f Pe a c e

Doxo l o g y

Li ta n y a t t h e Br e a k i ng  o f Br e a d

Me m o r i a l Ac c l a m a t i o n

Lo r d’s  Pr a y e r

(Choir)	Missa Brevis	 Peter Latona
							       Agnus Dei	 (b. 1968)
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Death, O Lord,
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


  

Lamb of God,

        

you take a way the sins of the world:

     

have mer cy on us.- -




  

Lamb of God,

        

you take a way the sins of the world:

     

have mer cy on us.- -


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  

Lamb of God,

        

you take a way the sins of the world:

    

grant us peace.-
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Co m m u n i o n An t i p h o n

Our God has appeared on the earth, and lived among us.

(Baruch 3:38)



Gu i d e l i n e s f o r t h e Re c e p t i o n o f Co m m u n i o n

For Catholics
As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist when we receive 
Holy Communion. We are encouraged to receive Communion devoutly and frequently. 
In order to be properly disposed to receive Communion, participants should not be 
conscious of grave sin and normally should have fasted for one hour. A person who 
is conscious of grave sin is not to receive the Body and Blood of the Lord without 
prior sacramental confession except for a grave reason where there is no opportunity 
for confession. In this case, the person is to be mindful of the obligation to make an 
act of perfect contrition, including the intention of confessing as soon as possible 
(canon 916). A frequent reception of the Sacrament of Penance is encouraged for all.

For Our Fellow Christians
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers 
and sisters. We pray that our common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in 
this Eucharist will draw us closer to one another and begin to dispel the sad divisions 
which separate us. We pray that these will lessen and finally disappear, in keeping 
with Christ’s prayer for us “that they may all be one” (John 17:21).

Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the reality 
of the oneness of faith, life, and worship, members of those churches with whom we 
are not yet fully united are ordinarily not admitted to Holy Communion. Eucharistic 
sharing in exceptional circumstances by other Christians requires permission 
according to the directives of the diocesan bishop and the provisions of canon law 
(canon 844 § 4). Members of the Orthodox Churches, the Assyrian Church of the 
East, and the Polish National Catholic Church are urged to respect the discipline of 
their own Churches. According to Roman Catholic discipline, the Code of Canon 
Law does not object to the reception of communion by Christians of these Churches 
(canon 844 § 3).

For Non-Christians
We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. 
While we cannot admit them to Holy Communion, we ask them to offer their prayers 
for the peace and the unity of the human family.

For Those Not Receiving Holy Communion
All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts 
a prayerful desire for unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another.

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 1996



(Choir) Coventry Carol	 arr. Martin Shaw
(1875–1958)

Lully, lullay, thou little tiny child, by by, lully lullay.

O sisters too, how may we do for to preserve this day,
this poor youngling for whom we sing, by by, lully, lullay?
Herod the king, in his raging, charged he hath this day
his men of might, in his own sight, all young children to slay.

That woe is me, poor child for thee, and ever morn and day
For thy parting nor say nor sing, by by, lully, lullay.

(16th-century English carol)

(Choir) Verbum caro factum est  	 Hans Leo Hassler
	 (1564–1612)

Verbum caro factum est, 	 The word was made flesh 
et habitavit in nobis, 	 and dwelt among us; 
et vidimus gloriam ejus, 	 and we beheld his glory 
quasi unigeniti a Patre, 	 as of the only Son of the Father,
plenum gratiæ et veritatis. 	 full of grace and truth.

(John 1:14)

Co m m u n i o n Pro c e s s i o n
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Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Tune: IRBY, 8 7 8 7 77; Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876



Re c e s s i o na l Hy m n

Ma r i a n An t i p h o n (at Noon Mass)


     

Al ma

     

Re dem pto ris Ma ter,
         

quæ per vi a cæ li por ta ma nes,- - - - - - - - - -

     

et stel la ma ris,
     

suc cur re ca den ti,
        

sur ge re qui cu rat po pu lo:- - - - - - - - - - -

     


tu quæ ge nu i sti,

     
na tu ra mi ran te,

         
tu um sanc tum Ge ni to rem:- - - - - - - - - - - -

         

Vir go pri us ac pos te ri us,

      
Gab ri e lis ab o re- - - - - - - - -

      

su mens il lud A ve,

         
pec ca to rum mi se re re.- - - - - - - --

Score

Loving Mother of the Redeemer, who remains the gate by which we mortals enter heaven,
and star of the sea, help your fallen people who strive to rise: You who gave birth,

amazing nature, to your sacred Creator: Virgin prior and following,
taking from the mouth of Gabriel that Hail! have mercy on our sins.

We ask you to respect our custom of standing in place
and singing the complete Recessional Hymn.
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Text: Les anges dans nos campagnes; French, c. 18th C. Tr. from Crown of Jesus Music, London, 1862
Tune: GLORIA, 7 7 7 7 with refrain; French Traditional

Pr a y e r a f t e r Co m m u n i o n

Bl e s s i ng  a n d Di s m i s s a l



Po s t l u d e
 	
	  Vigil	 Toccata on Vom Himmel hoch	 Garth Edmundson
	 10:30	   (1892–1971)
	 12:00	
 	 9:00	 Sonata	 Carlo Francesco Pollarolo

(c. 1653–1723)
	 4:30	 Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella	 arr. Keith Chapman

(1945–1989)

So l e m n i t y o f Ma ry,  t h e Ho ly Mot h e r o f Go d
1 January 2026

7:30 a.m.  Crypt Church

4:30 p.m. (Vigil), 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m.,
2:30 p.m. (en Español) & 4:30 p.m.  Great Upper Church

Solemn Mass at Noon
Reverend Monsignor Walter R. Rossi

Rector of the Basilica
Celebrant and Homilist

Great Upper Church

So l e m n i t y o f t h e Ep i p h a n y o f t h e Lo r d
4 January 2026

7:30 a.m.  Crypt Church

4:30 p.m. (Vigil), 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m.,
2:30 p.m. (en Español) & 4:30 p.m.  Great Upper Church

Solemn Mass at Noon
Most Reverend Timothy P. Broglio

Archbishop for the Military Services, USA
Principal Celebrant and Homilist

Great Upper Church

Broadcast live by the Eternal Word Television Network

 

Ch r i s t m a s a t t h e Ba s i l i c a o f t h e Na t i o na l Sh r i n e



Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception

400 Michigan Avenue, NE • Washington, DC 20017-1566
(202) 526-8300 • www.nationalshrine.org

Rev. Msgr. Walter R. Rossi
Rector of the Basilica

Rev. Msgr. Vito A. Buonanno
Rev. Ismael N. Ayala

Rev. Raymond A. Lebrun, O.M.I.
Priests of the Basilica

Deacon Joseph Pak
Deacon Timothy Wolfkill
Deacon Yannick Allepot

Deacons

Peter Latona, D.M.A., Director of Music
Benjamin J. LaPrairie, M.M., Associate Director of Music

Adam S. Chlebek, M.M., Assistant Director of Music
Choir of the Basilica of the National Shrine

Liturgical Ministers of the Basilica of the National Shrine
Knights of Columbus, Ushers of the Basilica of the National Shrine

Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate, Sacristans of the Basilica of the National Shrine

We ask that you help us to preserve a reverent atmosphere 
by turning off all pagers, cellular phones and 
other electronic devices while at the Basilica.

The National Shrine Shops: Religious Bookstore & Gift Shop
are located at the front entrances on the lower level next to the Cafeteria.

gmr/2012

To make a secure contact-free donation online in support of the National Shrine, 
please scan the following QR code using the camera on your smartphone or device:

Thank you for your generosity and support of Mary’s Shrine!
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Latin 15th c., tr. Percy Dearmer (1867–1936), © Oxford University Press. Music: PUER NOBIS NASCITUR. 
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