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In August, 2019, Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory, Chair of the Board of Trustees of the Basilica of
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, and Bishop Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of the
Diocese of Scranton, announced an investigation of allegations of personal misconduct and
possible financial improprieties on the part of Monsignor Walter Rossi, Rector of the Basilica of
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception (“Basilica”). The Diocese of Scranton will
issue its findings on the investigation of allegations of personal misconduct. Archbishop Gregory
oversaw, as the Chair of the Board of the Basilica, the financial investigation which found no
improprieties and confirmed sound fiscal management of the Basilica.

The investigation of possible financial improprieties related to Basilica assets and resources was
led by an independent accounting firm with significant experience in non-profit administration and
audit.

During the course of investigation, numerous individuals were interviewed, including those
responsible for fiscal administration at the Basilica. Additionally, the accounting experts
performed an in-depth review of expenditures, general ledgers, credit card statements, receipts,
invoices, capital budgets, bank and investment account statements as well as certain investment
account reconciliations and other financial worksheets.

The investigation of the finances of the Basilica found no unreasonable or inappropriate
expenditures or significant issues in the financial administration of the Basilica. The investigations
did assist in suggesting certain improvements in management and policy enhancements that will
benefit the Basilica and will be implemented.
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