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The Third Sunday

of Lent

8 March 2026



Pro c e s s i o na l Hy m n

ORDER OF MASS

INTRODUCTORY RITES

Pr e l u d e
   	
  	 Vigil	 Hudson Preludes, I	 Nico Muhly
	 10:30	 	 (b. 1981)
	 12:00	
	 9:00 	 Herzliebster Jesu, Op. 122, No. 2	 Johannes Brahms

(1833–1897)

Gr e e t i ng

	 Celebrant:	 The Lord be with you. 
	 Assembly:	 And with your spirit.
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Great God of Mercy
CHRISTE SANCTORUM

Text: James Quinn, SJ, b. 1919, © 1980 ICEL
Tune: CHRISTE SANCTORUM, 10 11 11 6; Paris Antiphoner, 1681

His Excellency
Most Reverend Michael F. Olson

Bishop of Fort Worth
Principal Celebrant and Homilist at Noon



Co l l e c t

Pe n i t e n t i a l Ac t

Assembly: 	 I confess to almighty God,
		  and to you, my brothers and sisters,
		  that I have greatly sinned, 
		  in my thoughts and in my words,
		  in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
		  through my fault, through my fault, 
		  through my most grievous fault;
		  therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
		  all the Angels and Saints, 
		  and you, my brothers and sisters,
	 to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Celebrant: 	May almighty God have mercy on us, 
		  forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
Assembly:	 Amen.

         
Lord, have mer cy.

       
Lord, have mer cy.--

        
Christ, have mer cy.

      
Christ, have mer cy.--

         
Lord, have mer cy.

       
Lord, have mer cy.--

Cantor: Assembly:

LITURGY OF THE WORD

Re a d i ng  I 				    Exodus 17:3–7

Ps a l m Re s p o n s e 	 Psalm 95:1–2, 6–7, 8–9

Re a d i ng  II 	 Romans 5:1–2, 5–8

& ### œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙
If to - day you hear his voice, har - den not your heart.

Peter Latona, 2005

(Choir)	Missa Seraphica	 Francis Burgess
							       Kyrie eleison	 (1879–1948)



& ## œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙
Praise to you, Lord Je sus Christ, king of end less glo ry!- - -

Go s p e l Ac c l a m a t i o n 	 John 4:42, 15

Lord, you are truly the Savior of the world;
give me living water, that I may never thirst again.

Go s p e l				     John 4:5–42

Ho m i ly

I believe in one God,
	 the Father almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth,
	 of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
	 the Only Begotten Son of God,
	 born of the Father before all ages.
	 God from God, Light from Light, 
	 true God from true God,
	 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
	 through him all things were made.
	 For us men and for our salvation
	 he came down from heaven,

				    (All bow during these two lines.)

	 and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
	 and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
	 he suffered death and was buried, 
	 and rose again on the third day
	 in accordance with the Scriptures.
	 He ascended into heaven 
	 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
	 He will come again in glory
	 to judge the living and the dead
	 and his kingdom will have no end.

Pro f e s s i o n o f Fa i t h



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
	 who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
	 who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
	 I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
	 and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
	 and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Ge n e r a l In t e rc e s s i o n s 	 Response: Lord, hear our prayer. 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Pr e pa r a t i o n o f t h e Gi f t s
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Text: Janet Erskine Stuart (1857–1914)
Tune: DOMHNACH TRIONOIDE

(Choir) Exaltabo te, Domine	 Alessandro Scarlatti
(1660–1725)

Exaltabo te, Domine,
quoniam suscepisti me,
nec delectasti inimicos meos super me:
Domine, clamavi ad te, et sanasti me.

I will extol you, O Lord, 
for you have drawn me up,
and have not allowed my enemies to rejoice over me;
O Lord, I called out unto you, and you healed me.

(Psalm 30:2–3)



Pr e fa c e

Pr e fa c e Di a l o g u e
        

Ho ly, ho ly,

      
ho ly Lord God of

   
hosts, hea ven and-- - -
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     
comes in the name of the

 
Lord.-
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Ho
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san na in the

 
high est.- - -

Pr e fa c e Ac c l a m a t i o n

& bbbb 44 42 44œ œ œ œ œ
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for by your-
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you have set us
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        
A men, a men,

     
a


men.- - - -

Me m o r i a l Ac c l a m a t i o n

Gr e a t Am e n 		

COMMUNION RITE

Si gn  o f Pe a c e

Doxo l o g y

Lo r d’s  Pr a y e r



Gu i d e l i n e s f o r t h e Re c e p t i o n o f Co m m u n i o n

For Catholics
As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist when we receive 
Holy Communion. We are encouraged to receive Communion devoutly and frequently. 
In order to be properly disposed to receive Communion, participants should not be 
conscious of grave sin and normally should have fasted for one hour. A person who 
is conscious of grave sin is not to receive the Body and Blood of the Lord without 
prior sacramental confession except for a grave reason where there is no opportunity 
for confession. In this case, the person is to be mindful of the obligation to make an 
act of perfect contrition, including the intention of confessing as soon as possible 
(canon 916). A frequent reception of the Sacrament of Penance is encouraged for all.

For Our Fellow Christians
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers 
and sisters. We pray that our common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in 
this Eucharist will draw us closer to one another and begin to dispel the sad divisions 
which separate us. We pray that these will lessen and finally disappear, in keeping 
with Christ’s prayer for us “that they may all be one” (John 17:21).

Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the reality 
of the oneness of faith, life, and worship, members of those churches with whom we 
are not yet fully united are ordinarily not admitted to Holy Communion. Eucharistic 
sharing in exceptional circumstances by other Christians requires permission 
according to the directives of the diocesan bishop and the provisions of canon law 
(canon 844 § 4). Members of the Orthodox Churches, the Assyrian Church of the 
East, and the Polish National Catholic Church are urged to respect the discipline of 
their own Churches. According to Roman Catholic discipline, the Code of Canon 
Law does not object to the reception of communion by Christians of these Churches 
(canon 844 § 3).

For Non-Christians
We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. 
While we cannot admit them to Holy Communion, we ask them to offer their prayers 
for the peace and the unity of the human family.

For Those Not Receiving Holy Communion
All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts 
a prayerful desire for unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another.

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 1996



       
Lamb of God, you

      
take a way the sins of the

  
world: have

   
mer cy on us.- -

      
Lamb of God, you

      
take a way the sins of the


world:

  
grant us


peace.-

Co m m u n i o n An t i p h o n

For anyone who drinks it, says the Lord,
the water I shall give will become in him
a spring welling up to eternal life.

(John 4:13–14)

Li ta n y a t t h e Br e a k i ng  o f Br e a d

Co m m u n i o n Pro c e s s i o n

& ## 42 ‰ œ œ œ
My soul is

jœ œ jœ
thir - sting for

œ œ œ
you, O Lord

œ œ œ
my God.

Christopher Willcock, 1977

(Choir) Come and Taste 	 arr. Alice Parker
(1925–2023)

Come and taste along with me consolation flowing free,
from the Father’s wealthy throne, sweeter than the honeycomb.

I’ll praise God and you praise God,
and we’ll all praise God together;
we’ll praise the Lord for the work that he has done,
and we’ll bless his Name forever.

All that come with free good will make the banquet sweeter still;
now I go to mercy’s door, asking for a little more.

Goodness, running like a stream through the new Jerusalem,
by a constant breaking forth sweetens earth and heaven both.

O, return, ye sons of grace, turn and see God’s smiling face.
Hark, he calls backsliders home, then from him no longer roam.

(John Leland, 1754–1841)

(Choir)	Missa Seraphica	 Francis Burgess
							       Agnus Dei	 (1879–1948)



Pr a y e r a f t e r Co m m u n i o n

Bl e s s i ng  a n d Di s m i s s a l

Ma r i a n An t i p h o n (at Noon Mass)

         
A ve Re gi na cae lo rum,

    

A ve Do mi na

   

An ge lo rum:- - - - - - - - - - -

         
Sal ve ra dix, sal ve por ta,

       
Ex qua mun do lux est or ta:- - - - - -

     

Gau de Vir go

   

glo ri o sa,

       
Su per om nes spe ci o sa:- - - - - - - - - -

           

Va le, O val de de co ra,

           
Et pro no bis Chri stum ex o ra.- - - - - - --

©

(Choir) Like as the Hart	 Healy Willan
(1880–1968)

Like as the hart desireth the water brooks,
So longeth my soul after thee, O God.
My soul is athirst for God,
yea, even for the living God;
When shall I come to appear before the presence of God?

(Psalm 42:1–2)

Hail, O Queen of Heaven, Hail, O Lady of Angels:
Hail, thou root, Hail, thou gate from whom unto the world, a light has arisen:

Rejoice, O glorious Virgin, Lovely beyond all others:
Farewell, most beautiful maiden, And pray for us to Christ.



Po s t l u d e
   	
  	 Vigil	 Toccata from Suite Gothique		  Léon Boëllmann
	 10:30	 	 (1862–1897)
	 12:00	
	 9:00 	 Praeludium in G Minor, BuxWV 149	 Dieterich Buxtehude

(1637–1707)
 	 4:30	 Fugue in B minor, BWV 544	 Johann Sebastian Bach

(1685–1750)

Re c e s s i o na l Hy m n

We ask you to respect our custom of standing in place
and singing the complete Recessional Hymn.
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Text: Geoffrey Dearmer, b. 1893 © Oxford University Press
Tune: IN BABILONE 8 7 8 7 D; Oude en Nieuwe Hollanste Boerenlities, c. 1710

 

Sta t i o n s o f t h e Cro s s
Saturdays in Lent following the 12:10 p.m. Mass

Crypt Church

Su ng  Ve s p e r s  a t t h e Ba s i l i c a
Sundays in Lent at 4:00 p.m.

4:30 p.m. Mass following

March 8, 15, 22, 29
Great Upper Church

 



Le n t e n Re f l e c t i o n Se r i e s
“Li v i ng  w i t h t h e En d i n Mi n d”

Wednesday, March 18, 2026 and Wednesday, March 25, 2026
Cheryl Guidry Tyiska

Manager of Outreach and Education
Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Washington

5:15 p.m Mass  Crypt Church
Lecture to follow

For more information on these events in the Lenten Reflection Series, 
please visit: www.nationalshrine.com/lent-and-easter

40 Ho u r s De vot i o n

Solemn Exposition of the Holy Eucharist
March 12–14, 2026  Blessed Sacrament Chapel

Opening Mass
Most Reverend Timothy P. Broglio

Archbishop for the Military Services, USA
Principal Celebrant and Homilist

March 12, 2026  Great Upper Church
5:15 p.m. Mass

Broadcast by the Eternal Word Television Network

Closing Mass & Eucharistic Procession
Seán Cardinal O’Malley, OFM Cap.

Archbishop Emeritus of Boston
Principal Celebrant and Homilist

March 14, 2026  Great Upper Church
4:30 p.m. Mass

Broadcast by the Eternal Word Television Network

De d i c a t i o n o f t h e Ou t d o o r Wa y o f t h e Cro s s

March 15, 2026  Great Upper Church
12:00 p.m. Mass

Christophe Cardinal Pierre
Apostolic Nuncio to the United States

Principal Celebrant and Homilist

Dedication of the Outdoor Way of the Cross
located on the North Grounds of the Basilica

immediately follows the 12:00 p.m. Mass

 

 
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To make a secure contact-free donation online in support of the National Shrine, 
please scan the following QR code using the camera on your smartphone or device:

Thank you for your generosity and support of Mary’s Shrine!

Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception

400 Michigan Avenue, NE • Washington, DC 20017-1566
(202) 526-8300 • www.nationalshrine.org

Rev. Msgr. Walter R. Rossi
Rector of the Basilica

Rev. Msgr. Vito A. Buonanno
Rev. Ismael N. Ayala

Rev. Raymond A. Lebrun, O.M.I.
Priests of the Basilica

Deacon Joseph Pak
Deacon Timothy Wolfkill
Deacon Yannick Allepot

Deacons

Peter Latona, D.M.A., Director of Music
Benjamin J. LaPrairie, M.M., Associate Director of Music

Adam S. Chlebek, M.M., Assistant Director of Music
Choir of the Basilica of the National Shrine

Liturgical Ministers of the Basilica of the National Shrine
Knights of Columbus, Ushers of the Basilica of the National Shrine

Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate, Sacristans of the Basilica of the National Shrine

We ask that you help us to preserve a reverent atmosphere 
by turning off all pagers, cellular phones and 
other electronic devices while at the Basilica.

The National Shrine Shops: Religious Bookstore & Gift Shop
are located at the front entrances on the lower level next to the Cafeteria.

Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception

Rev. Msgr. Walter R. Rossi, Rector
400 Michigan Avenue, NE • Washington, DC 20017-1566

(202) 526-8300 • www.nationalshrine.org

Ac k n ow l e d g e m e n t s
The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception gratefully acknowledges the following authors 
and composers whose materials are employed in this worship leaflet: Processional Hymn Text: James Quinn, SJ 
(1919–2010), © 1980, ICEL. Music: CHRISTE SANCTORUM. Kyrie, Eucharistic Acclamations, Lamb of God 
Music: Benjamin LaPrairie, © 2016. Psalm Response Music: Peter Latona, © 2005. Gospel Acclamation Music: 
Peter Latona. Preparation Hymn Text: Janet Erskine Stuart (1857–1914). Music: DOMHNACH TRIONOIDE. 
Communion Procession Music: Christopher Willcock, SJ (b. 194). Recessional Hymn Text: Geoffrey Dearmer 
(1893–1996), © Oxford University Press. Music: IN BABILONE. Copyrighted materials reprinted with permission 
under Onelicense.net #A-701285. All rights reserved. Cover Sketch Art: H. C. Shaug.


