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ORDER OF CELEBRATION

Pr e l u d e
  

      Veni Creator Nicolas de Grigny
             (1672-1703)

His Eminence
Wilton Cardinal Gregory

Archbishop of Washington
Celebrant and Homilist at Noon



Pro c e s s i o nA l Hy m n

INTRODUCTORY RITES
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Text: Urbs Jerusalem beata (6th-7th Century), stanzas 5-8 and doxology, translation by John Mason Neale (1818-1866), altered
Tune: WESTMINSTER ABBEY (BELVILLE), adapted by Ernest Hawkins (1802-1868) from an anthem of Henry Purcell (1659-1695)



Pe n i T e n T i A l Ac T

Assembly:  I confess to almighty God,
   and to you, my brothers and sisters,
   that I have greatly sinned, 
   in my thoughts and in my words,
   in what I have done and in what I have   
   failed to do,
   through my fault, through my fault,  
   through my most grievous fault;
   therefore I ask blessed Mary, 
   ever-virgin, 
   all the Angels and Saints, 
   and you, my brothers and sisters,
   to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Celebrant:  May almighty God have mercy on us, 
   forgive us our sins,
   and bring us to everlasting life.

Assembly: Amen.
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Choir: Laudamus te. Benedicimus te. Adoramus te. Glorificamus te.
Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam.

Choir: Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris.

Choir: Qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe deprecationem nostram.

Choir: Quoniam tu solus Sanctus. Tu solus Dominus. Tu solus Altissimus, Jesu Christe.



LITURGY OF THE WORD

re A d i n g ii   James 2:14-18

re A d i n g i   Isaiah 50:5-9a

PsAlm resPonse Psalm 114:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9

go s P e l Ac c l A m A T i o n  Galatians 6:14

May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord
through which the world has been crucified to me 

and I to the world.

go s P e l    Mark 8:27-35

Ho m i ly          
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Pro f e s s i o n o f fA i T H

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
       maker of heaven and earth, 
       of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
       the Only Begotten Son of God, 
       born of the Father before all ages.
       God from God, Light from Light, 
       true God from true God,
       begotten, not made, 
       consubstantial with the Father;
       through him all things were made.
       For us men and for our salvation he     
       came down from heaven,

(All bow during these two lines.)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of     
the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
       he suffered death and was buried,



ge n e r A l in T e rc e s s i o n s  
 

Response: Lord, hear our prayer.

To make a secure donation online, please visit: 
www.nationalshrine.org/offertory

       and rose again on the third day 
       in accordance with the Scriptures.
       He ascended into heaven 
       and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
       He will come again in glory to judge the    
       living and the dead
       and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
       who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
       who with the Father and the Son 
       is adored and glorified,
       who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
       I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
       and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead     
       and the life of the world to come.  Amen.



LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Pr e PA r A T i o n o f T H e gi f T s

(Choir) I Was Glad Charles Hubert Hastings Parry
(1848-1918)

                     
I was glad when they said unto me 
we will go into the house of the Lord.
Our feet shall stand at thy gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is builded as a city that is at unity in itself.
O, pray for the peace of Jerusalem, 
they shall prosper that love thee.
Peace be within thy walls, 
and plenteousness within thy palaces.

Pr e fA c e di A l o g u e



Pr e fA c e Ac c l A m A T i o n

me m o r i A l Ac c l A m A T i o n

gr e A T Am e n
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Mass in Honor of the Immaculate Conception
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COMMUNION RITE
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li TA n y A T T H e Br e A k i n g o f Br e A d
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gu i d e l i n e s f o r T H e re c e P T i o n o f co m m u n i o n

For Catholics
As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist when we receive Holy 
Communion.  We are encouraged to receive Communion devoutly and frequently.  In order 
to be properly disposed to receive Communion, participants should not be conscious of grave 
sin and normally should have fasted for one hour.  A person who is conscious of grave sin is 
not to receive the  Body and Blood of the Lord without prior sacramental confession except 
for a grave reason where there is no opportunity for confession.  In this case, the person is 
to be mindful of the obligation to make an act of perfect contrition, including the intention 
of confessing as soon as possible (canon 916).  A frequent reception of the Sacrament of 
Penance is encouraged for all.

For Our Fellow Christians
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers and 
sisters.  We pray that our common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in this Eucharist 
will draw us closer to one another and begin to dispel the sad divisions which separate us.  
We pray that these will lessen and finally disappear, in keeping with Christ’s prayer for us 
“that they may all be one” (John 17:21).

Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the reality of 
the oneness of faith, life, and worship, members of those churches with whom we are not 
yet fully united are ordinarily not admitted  to Holy Communion.  Eucharistic sharing in 
exceptional circumstances by other Christians requires permission  according to the directives 
of the diocesan bishop and the provisions of canon law (canon 844 § 4).  Members of the 
Orthodox Churches, the Assyrian Church of the East, and the Polish National Catholic 
Church are urged to respect the discipline of their own Churches.  According to Roman 
Catholic discipline, the Code of Canon Law does not object to the reception of communion 
by Christians of these Churches (canon 844 § 3).

For Non-Christians
We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ.  While 
we cannot admit them to Holy Communion, we ask them to offer their prayers for the peace 
and the unity of the human family.

For Those Not Receiving Holy Communion
All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a 
prayerful desire for unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another.

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 1996



An Ac T o f sP i r i T uA l co m m u n i o n

My Jesus, 
I believe that You are present 
in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

co m m u n i o n An T i P H o n

The chalice of blessing that we bless
is a communion in the Blood of Christ;
and the bread that we break
is a sharing in the Body of the Lord.



co m m u n i o n Pro c e s s i o n
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Peter Latona, 2002

(Choir) Magnificat  Lorenzo Perosi
  (1872-1956)

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord: 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
For he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.  
From this day all generations will call me blessed.
The Almighty has done great things for me: 
and holy is his name.
He has mercy on all who fear him in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm: 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones 
and lifted up the lowly,
and the rich he has sent away empty.  
He has filled the hungry with good things;
He has come to the help of his servant, Israel, 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,



the promise he made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children forever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.

(Luke 1:46-55)

Pr A y e r A f T e r co m m u n i o n

Bl e s s i n g A n d di s m i s s A l 
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Po s T l u d e

  Toccata from     Charles-Marie Widor
           Symphony No. 5, Op. 42 (1844-1937)



2020-2021 JUBILEE YEAR

For the period of the Jubilee, September 23, 2020 - 
September 23, 2021, the Holy Father, Pope Francis has 
granted a Plenary Indulgence (remission of temporal 
punishment due to sin) to the truly penitent members of 
the faithful who fulfill the usual conditions (sacramental 
Confession, Eucharistic Communion, prayers for the 
Holy Father’s intentions), if they undertake a sacred 
pilgrimage to the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception and there devoutly participate 
in the Jubilee rites, or will at least devote a considerable 
period of time in pious reflection and prayer on the 
Christian vocation, for the increase of priestly and 
religious vocations, and for the defense of the institution 
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of the human family, having poured out their humble 
prayers to God, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer, the 
Creed, and invocations to the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Those pious faithful, the elderly, the infirm, or those 
impeded by some other serious reason, are equally able 
to obtain the Plenary Indulgence if, having detestation 
of sin and the intention of being there, as it is permitted 
above, fulfilling the three usual conditions, during the 
anniversary celebrations, in the presence of an image of 
the heavenly Patroness, they spiritually join themselves, 
offering their prayers, sorrows, and difficulties of 
their own life to the merciful God through Mary.

Decretum, Paenitentiaria Apostolica, July 16, 2020
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