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Thursday of the

Third Week of Lent

27 March 2025

24 Hours for the Lord:
Forty Hours Devotion

Opening Mass





MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY

His Eminence
Christophe Cardinal Pierre
Apostolic Nuncio to the United States

Celebrant and Homilist

 

Reverend Monsignor Walter R. Rossi
Rector of the Basilica

Reverend Monsignor Vito A. Buonanno
Director of Pilgrimages

Concelebrants

Reverend Ismael N. Ayala
Master of Ceremonies
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Great God of Mercy
CHRISTE SANCTORUM

Text: James Quinn, SJ, b. 1919, © 1980 ICEL
Tune: CHRISTE SANCTORUM, 10 11 11 6; Paris Antiphoner, 1681

INTRODUCTORY RITES

Pro c e s s i o na l Hy m n

Gr e e t i n g

Celebrant:	 Peace be with you. 
Assembly:	 And with your spirit.

We l c o m e	 Reverend Monsignor Walter R. Rossi
Rector of the Basilica



Pe n i t e n t i a l Ac t
  

Assembly: 	 I confess to almighty God,
		  and to you, my brothers and sisters,
		  that I have greatly sinned, 
		  in my thoughts and in my words,
		  in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
		  through my fault, through my fault,  through my most grievous fault;
		  therefore I ask blessed Mary, ever-virgin,
		  all the Angels and Saints, 
		  and you, my brothers and sisters,
	 to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Celebrant: 	 May almighty God have mercy on us, 
		  forgive us our sins,
		  and bring us to everlasting life.

Assembly:	 Amen.

Co l l e c t

(Choir)	Missa Seraphica	 Anonymous
							       Kyrie eleison	



	 Deacon:	 The Lord be with you.
	 Assembly:	 And with your spirit.

	 Deacon:	 A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
	 Assembly:	 Glory to you, O Lord.

Go s p e l	 		  Luke 11:14–23

Ho m i ly	 Christophe Cardinal Pierre
Apostolic Nuncio to the United States

Ge n e r a l In t e rc e s s i o n s 		 Response: Lord, hear our prayer.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

& ### œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙
If to - day you hear his voice, har - den not your heart.

Peter Latona, 2005

Re a d i n g I 			   Jeremiah 7:23–28

Ps a l m Re s p o n s e 	 Psalm 95:1–2, 6–7, 8–9

Go s p e l Ac c l a m a t i o n 	 Joel 2:12–13

Even now, says the Lord, return to me with your whole heart,
for I am gracious and merciful.

& ## œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙
Praise to you, Lord Je sus Christ, king of end less glo ry!- - -



LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Pr e pa r a t i o n o f t h e Gi f t s

(Choir) The Eyes of All Wait upon Thee, O Lord  	 Jean Berger
	 (1909–2002)

The eyes of all wait upon Thee;
and thou givest them their meat in due season.
Thou openest thy hand:
and satisfieth the desire of every living thing.
The eyes of all wait upon Thee;
and thou givest them their meat in due season.

	 (Psalm 145:15–16)

Have Mercy, Lord, on Us



Pr e fa c e Ac c l a m a t i o n

Pr e fa c e Di a l o g u e

Pr e fa c e
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COMMUNION RITE

Lo r d’s  Pr a y e r & Doxo l o g y

Gr e a t Am e n 	

Me m o r i a l Ac c l a m a t i o n	
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Li ta n y a t t h e Br e a k i n g o f Br e a d

(Choir) Missa Seraphica	 Anonymous
	 Agnus Dei							     



Gu i d e l i n e s f o r t h e Re c e p t i o n o f Co m m u n i o n

For Catholics
As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist when we receive Holy 
Communion.  We are encouraged to receive Communion devoutly and frequently.  In order 
to be properly disposed to receive Communion, participants should not be conscious of grave 
sin and normally should have fasted for one hour.  A person who is conscious of grave sin is 
not to receive the  Body and Blood of the Lord without prior sacramental confession except 
for a grave reason where there is no opportunity for confession.  In this case, the person is 
to be mindful of the obligation to make an act of perfect contrition, including the intention 
of confessing as soon as possible (canon 916).  A frequent reception of the Sacrament of 
Penance is encouraged for all.

For Our Fellow Christians
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers and 
sisters.  We pray that our common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in this Eucharist 
will draw us closer to one another and begin to dispel the sad divisions which separate us.  
We pray that these will lessen and finally disappear, in keeping with Christ’s prayer for us 
“that they may all be one” (John 17:21).

Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the reality of 
the oneness of faith, life, and worship, members of those churches with whom we are not 
yet fully united are ordinarily not admitted  to Holy Communion.  Eucharistic sharing in 
exceptional circumstances by other Christians requires permission  according to the directives 
of the diocesan bishop and the provisions of canon law (canon 844 § 4).  Members of the 
Orthodox Churches, the Assyrian Church of the East, and the Polish National Catholic 
Church are urged to respect the discipline of their own Churches.  According to Roman 
Catholic discipline, the Code of Canon Law does not object to the reception of communion 
by Christians of these Churches (canon 844 § 3).

For Non-Christians
We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ.  While 
we cannot admit them to Holy Communion, we ask them to offer their prayers for the peace 
and the unity of the human family.

For Those Not Receiving Holy Communion
All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a 
prayerful desire for unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another.

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 1996



Co m m u n i o n Pro c e s s i o n
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(Choir) Sicut cervus					     Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina
(1525–1594)

Sicut cervus desiderat ad fontes aquarum,
ita desiderat anima mea ad te Deus.

As the deer longs for running streams, 
so my soul longs for thee, O God.

(Psalm 42:1)

Pr a y e r a f t e r Co m m u n i o n



Ex p o s i t i o n Hy m n

The Most Blessed Sacrament is placed in the monstrance, the concluding prayer 
is spoken, and the Sacrament is incensed. The assembly joins the ministers of the 
altar in the Exposition Hymn O Saving Victim.
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Adoration will take place in the vestibule of the Great Upper Church overnight. You 
are invited to adore Our Lord in the Most Blessed Sacrament during the night from 
the front steps of the Basilica. Adoration will take place throughout the day from  
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.

All are welcome to participate in Pope Francis’s invitation to celebrate “24 Hours for 
the Lord” and the Basilica’s Forty Hours Devotion, which are being held to foster 
devotion to the Most Blessed Sacrament and assist the faithful in the pilgrimage 
of Lent.



Le n t a t t h e Ba s i l i c a o f t h e Na t i o na l Sh r i n e

Sta t i o n s o f t h e Cro s s
Saturdays in Lent following the 12:10 p.m. Mass

Crypt Church

Su n g Ve s p e r s  a t t h e Ba s i l i c a
Sundays in Lent at 4:00 p.m.

4:30 p.m. Mass following

March 30, April 6, 13
Great Upper Church

Le n t e n Re f l e c t i o n Se r i e s
“Loved by Jesus, Loving like Jesus”

Reverend Sebastian White, O.P.
Director of Resident Students, Dominican House of Studies

April 1, 2025
“Father, Forgive Them”

The Grace to Forgive as Jesus Forgives

April 10, 2025
“Give Them Some Food Yourselves”
The Power of God in Our Weaknesses 

5:15 p.m. Mass  Crypt Church
Lecture to follow

For more information on these events in the Lenten Reflection Series, 
please visit: www.nationalshrine.com/lent



To make a secure contact-free donation online in support of the National Shrine, 
please scan the following QR code using the camera on your smartphone or device:

Thank you for your generosity and support of Mary’s Shrine!

The Opening Mass for the 24 Hours for the Lord (“the Event”) is being recorded, 
and all persons entering this facility grant to EWTN and its respective licensees, 
affiliates and related organizations the rights to use your image, likeness and voice 
or other sound effects for any live or recorded video display of the Event, for any 
other transmission or reproduction of the Event in whole or in part, and for other 
legal purposes throughout the world in any media now known or subsequently 
developed.
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Ac k n ow l e d g e m e n t s
The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception gratefully acknowledges the following authors and composers 
whose materials are employed in this worship leaflet: Processional Hymn Text: James Quinn, SJ (1919–2010); © 1980, ICEL, 
Music: CHRISTE SANCTORUM. Psalm Response Music: Peter Latona, © 2005. Gospel Acclamation Music: Peter Latona, 
© 2011. Preparation Hymn Text: Ps 51; Nahum Tate (1652–1715) and Nicholas Brady (1659–1726), Music: SOUTHWELL. 
Eucharistic Acclamations, Lamb of God Music: Benjamin LaPrairie, © 2016. Communion Procession Music: Peter Latona. 
Recessional Hymn Text: Thomas Aquinas (1227–1275); tr. Edward Caswall (1814–1878), Music: DUGUET. Copyrighted 
materials reprinted with permission under Onelicense.net #A-701285. All rights reserved. Cover Sketch Art: H. C. Shaug.
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