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INTRODUCTORY RITES

pro c e s s i o Na l hy m N



We l c o m e Reverend Monsignor Walter R. Rossi
Rector of the Basilica

pe N i t e N t i a l ac t
  

Assembly:  I confess to almighty God,
  and to you, my brothers and sisters,
  that I have greatly sinned, 
  in my thoughts and in my words,
  in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
  through my fault, through my fault,  through my most grievous fault;
  therefore I ask blessed Mary, ever-virgin,
  all the Angels and Saints, 
  and you, my brothers and sisters,
 to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Celebrant:  May almighty God have mercy on us, 
  forgive us our sins,
  and bring us to everlasting life.

Assembly: Amen.

co l l e c t

& b œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ ˙
Ky ri e, e le i son.

œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ ˙
Ky ri e, e le i son.- - - - - - - - --
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Chri ste, e le i son.
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Chri ste, e le i son.- - - - - - - -
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Ky ri e, e le i son.

œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œb ˙
Ky ri e, e le i son.- - - - - - - - - -
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LITURGY OF THE WORD

re a d i N g i    Joshua 5:9a, 10–12

ps a l m re s p o N s e  Psalm 34:2–3, 4–5, 6–7

go s p e l ac c l a m a t i o N  Luke 15:18

I will get up and go to my Father and shall say to him:
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.

go s p e l   Luke 15:1–3, 11–32

re a d i N g ii    II Corinthians 5:17–21

ho m i ly Robert Cardinal McElroy
Archbishop of Washington

& ## œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙
Praise to you, Lord Je sus Christ, king of end less glo ry!- - -

& ### œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ œ ˙
Taste and see the good ness of the Lord.-



pro f e s s i o N o f fa i t h

 I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
   maker of heaven and earth, 
   of all things visible and invisible.

  I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
  the Only Begotten Son of God, 
  born of the Father before all ages.
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God,
  begotten, not made, 
  consubstantial with the Father;
   through him all things were made.

  For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

(All bow during these two lines.)

   and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
   and became man.

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
   he suffered death and was buried,
   and rose again on the third day 
   in accordance with the Scriptures.
   He ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
   and his kingdom will have no end.

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
   who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
   who has spoken through the prophets.

  I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
      I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
   and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
   and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

ge N e r a l iN t e rc e s s i o N s  Response: Lord, hear our prayer.



th e Ju B i l e e pr a y e r

Father in heaven,
may the faith you have given us
in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity enkindled
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope
for the coming of your Kingdom.
 
May your grace transform us
into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within 
both humanity and the whole cosmos
in the sure expectation
of a new heaven and a new earth,
when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,
your glory will shine eternally.
 
May the grace of the Jubilee
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,
a yearning for the treasures of heaven.
May that same grace spread
the joy and peace of our Redeemer
throughout the earth.
To you our God, eternally blessed,
be glory and praise for ever.

Amen.



LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

pr e pa r a t i o N o f t h e gi f t s



        

Bread of the world in mer - cy bro - ken,


        

Wine of the soul in mer - cy shed,



        

By whom the words of life were spo - ken,


        

And in whose death our sins are dead:


         

Look on the heart by sor - row bro - ken,



       

Look on the tears by sin - ners shed,



        

And be thy feast to us the to - ken


        

That by thy grace our souls are fed.
Text: Bishop R. Heber, 1783-1826
Tune: RENDEZ A DIEU, 9 8 9 8 D; Genevan Psalter, 1551; Attr. to Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510-1561



(Choir) O esca viatorum Heinrich Isaac
 (c. 1450–1517)

O esca viatorum:  O food to pilgrims given,
O panis angelorum:  O bread of life from heaven,
O manna cœlitum:  O manna from on high!
esurientes ciba  We hunger, Lord, supply us, 
dulcedine non priva  nor thy delights deny us,
corda quærentium.  whose hearts to thee draw nigh.

O Jesu, tuum vultum  O Jesus, by thee bidden,
quem colimus occultum  we here adore thee, hidden
sub panis specie,  in forms of bread and wine,
fac, ut remoto velo,  grant when the veil is riven,
post libera in cælo  we may behold, in heaven,
cernamus facie.  thy countenance divine.

(Anonymous, Mainz Gesangbuch, 1661;
translation, John Athelstan Laurey Riley, 1858–1945, alt.)



pr e fa c e ac c l a m a t i o N

pr e fa c e di a l o g u e
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gu i d e l i N e s f o r t h e re c e p t i o N o f co m m u N i o N

For Catholics
As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist when we receive Holy 
Communion.  We are encouraged to receive Communion devoutly and frequently.  In order 
to be properly disposed to receive Communion, participants should not be conscious of grave 
sin and normally should have fasted for one hour.  A person who is conscious of grave sin is 
not to receive the  Body and Blood of the Lord without prior sacramental confession except 
for a grave reason where there is no opportunity for confession.  In this case, the person is 
to be mindful of the obligation to make an act of perfect contrition, including the intention 
of confessing as soon as possible (canon 916).  A frequent reception of the Sacrament of 
Penance is encouraged for all.

For Our Fellow Christians
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers and 
sisters.  We pray that our common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in this Eucharist 
will draw us closer to one another and begin to dispel the sad divisions which separate us.  
We pray that these will lessen and finally disappear, in keeping with Christ’s prayer for us 
“that they may all be one” (John 17:21).

Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the reality of 
the oneness of faith, life, and worship, members of those churches with whom we are not 
yet fully united are ordinarily not admitted  to Holy Communion.  Eucharistic sharing in 
exceptional circumstances by other Christians requires permission  according to the directives 
of the diocesan bishop and the provisions of canon law (canon 844 § 4).  Members of the 
Orthodox Churches, the Assyrian Church of the East, and the Polish National Catholic 
Church are urged to respect the discipline of their own Churches.  According to Roman 
Catholic discipline, the Code of Canon Law does not object to the reception of communion 
by Christians of these Churches (canon 844 § 3).

For Non-Christians
We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ.  While 
we cannot admit them to Holy Communion, we ask them to offer their prayers for the peace 
and the unity of the human family.

For Those Not Receiving Holy Communion
All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a 
prayerful desire for unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another.

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 1996



li ta N y a t t h e Br e a k i N g o f Br e a d

COMMUNION RITE

lo r d’s  pr a y e r & doxo l o g y
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co m m u N i o N pro c e s s i o N

(Choir) Missa Quinti toni Orlando di Lassus
 Agnus Dei       (1532–1594)



(Choir) Panis angelicus Claudio Casciolini
 (1670–1760)

Panis angelicus fit panis hominum; 
Dat panis cælicus figuris terminum. 
O res mirabilis! Manducat Dominum  
Pauper, servus et humilis. 

Te, trina Deitas unique, poscimus, 
Sic nos tu visita, sicut te colimus; 
Per tuas semitas duc nos quo tendimus, 
Ad lucem quam inhabitas. 

The Bread of angels was made the Bread of man;
He confined the heavenly Bread to a thing of size and shape:
O marvelous thing! That a poor man,
A humble servant, should eat the Lord.

We beseech thee, O God, Three in One,
Visit us, thus, even as we worship thee.
Lead us into thy ways; and by them
May we direct our course to the Light in which thou dwellest.

(St. Thomas Aquinas, 1225–1274)



pr a y e r a f t e r co m m u N i o N

The Most Blessed Sacrament is placed in the monstrance, the concluding prayer 
is spoken, and the Sacrament is incensed. The assembly joins the ministers of the 
altar in the Exposition Hymn O Saving Victim.
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The Solemn Eucharistic Procession proceeds through the Great Upper Church as 
the hymn Come You Christians, Raise Your Voices is sung.



5. Ev’ry pomp and ev’ry honor
Rites of rich solemnity
Owe we Jesus in his Godhead,
Poor and meager though they be.
Yet these shall avail us nothing
If we have not charity.

6. See the Source of pure compassion
Whence all virtues have their start;
See the beams of love and mercy
Streaming from the Savior’s Heart;
Hope and courage, peace and pardon
These bright rays of grace impart.

7. May this living Bread sustain us
When in death we find release,
As we travel to the kingdom
Where all sacraments shall cease.
Faith and hope no longer needed,
We shall know but love and peace.

8. Until then may we be reckoned
Safe and blessed and content,
Feasting on the Bread of Angels
Wondrously from heaven sent,
Praising, thanking, loving Jesus
In the Blessed Sacrament.
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pr a y e r

Celebrant: O God, who in this wonderful Sacrament 
  have left us a memorial of your Passion, grant us, we pray, 
  so to revere the sacred mysteries of your Body and Blood 
  that we may always experience in ourselves 
  the fruits of your redemption.  
  Who live and reign for ever and ever. 
Assembly: Amen.

aN t i p h o N

Celebrant: You have given them bread from heaven. 
Assembly: Having all sweetness within it.


     

Tan-
Ge -

1. 
2. 

tum
ni -

er -
to -

go
ri,

   
Sa -
Ge -

cra-
ni -

men-
to -

tum
que,

   
Ve -
Laus

ne -
et

re -
ju -

mur
bi -

  
cer -
la -

nu -
ti -

i;
o;


    

Et
Sa -

an -
lus,

ti -
ho -

quum
nor,

   
do -
vir -

cu -
tus

men-
quo-

tum
que

   
No-
Sit

vo
et

ce -
be -

dat
ne -

  
ri -

dic -
tu -
ti -

i;
o:


    

Prae-
Pro -

stet
ce -

fi -
den -

des
ti

   
sup-
ab

ple-
u -

men-
tro -

tum
que

   
Sen -
Com-

su-
par

um
sit

de -
lau-

  
fe-
da -

ctu-
ti -

i.
o.

 

A-men.

Tantum Ergo

Text: Thomas Aquinas, 1227-1274
Tune: ST. THOMAS, 8 7 8 7 8 7; John F. Wade, 1711-1786

Be N e d i c t i o N hy m N

Upon arrival at the main altar of the Great Upper Church, the Most Blessed 
Sacrament is again incensed as the Benediction Hymn Tantum ergo is sung. The 
celebrant sings the antiphon and prayer, and imparts the Benediction. The celebrant 
and the assembly then recite the Divine Praises.



th e di V i N e pr a i s e s

Blessed be God.
Blessed be His Holy Name.
Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and true man.
Blessed be the name of Jesus.
Blessed be His Most Sacred Heart.
Blessed be His Most Precious Blood.
Blessed be Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar.
Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete.
Blessed be the great Mother of God, Mary most holy.
Blessed be her holy and Immaculate Conception.
Blessed be her glorious Assumption.
Blessed be the name of Mary, Virgin and Mother.
Blessed be Saint Joseph, her most chaste spouse.
Blessed be God in His angels and in His Saints.
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Text: Grosser Gott, wir loben dich; Ascr. to Ignaz Franz, 1719-1790; Tr. by Clarence Walworth, 1820-1900.
Tune: GROSSER GOTT, 7 8 7 8 77; Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, c. 1774
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le N t a t t h e Ba s i l i c a o f t h e Na t i o Na l sh r i N e

sta t i o N s o f t h e cro s s
Saturdays in Lent following the 12:10 p.m. Mass

Crypt Church

su N g Ve s p e r s  a t t h e Ba s i l i c a
Sundays in Lent at 4:00 p.m.

4:30 p.m. Mass following

March 30, April 6, 13
Great Upper Church

le N t e N re f l e c t i o N se r i e s
“Loved by Jesus, Loving like Jesus”

Reverend Sebastian White, O.P.
Director of Resident Students, Dominican House of Studies

April 1, 2025
“Father, Forgive Them”

The Grace to Forgive as Jesus Forgives

April 10, 2025
“Give Them Some Food Yourselves”
The Power of God in Our Weaknesses 

5:15 p.m. Mass  Crypt Church
Lecture to follow

For more information on these events in the Lenten Reflection Series, 
please visit: www.nationalshrine.com/lent



To make a secure contact-free donation online in support of the National Shrine, 
please scan the following QR code using the camera on your smartphone or device:

Thank you for your generosity and support of Mary’s Shrine!

The Closing Mass for the 24 Hours for the Lord (“the Event”) is being recorded, 
and all persons entering this facility grant to EWTN and its respective licensees, 
affiliates and related organizations the rights to use your image, likeness and voice 
or other sound effects for any live or recorded video display of the Event, for any 
other transmission or reproduction of the Event in whole or in part, and for other 
legal purposes throughout the world in any media now known or subsequently 
developed.
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