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Archbishop for the Military Services, U.S.A.
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Reverend Monsignor Walter R. Rossi
Rector of the Basilica

Reverend Monsignor Vito A. Buonanno
Director of Pilgrimages
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Reverend Ismael N. Ayala
Master of Ceremonies
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Great God of Mercy
CHRISTE SANCTORUM

Text: James Quinn, SJ, b. 1919, © 1980 ICEL
Tune: CHRISTE SANCTORUM, 10 11 11 6; Paris Antiphoner, 1681

INTRODUCTORY RITES

pro c e s s i o Na l hy m N

gr e e t i N g

Celebrant: Peace be with you. 
Assembly: And with your spirit.

We l c o m e Reverend Monsignor Walter R. Rossi
Rector of the Basilica



pe N i t e N t i a l ac t
  

Assembly:  I confess to almighty God,
  and to you, my brothers and sisters,
  that I have greatly sinned, 
  in my thoughts and in my words,
  in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
  through my fault, through my fault,  through my most grievous fault;
  therefore I ask blessed Mary, ever-virgin,
  all the Angels and Saints, 
  and you, my brothers and sisters,
 to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Celebrant:  May almighty God have mercy on us, 
  forgive us our sins,
  and bring us to everlasting life.

Assembly: Amen.

(Choir) Kleine Messe in F Josef Friedrich Doppelbauer
       Kyrie eleison (1918-1989)

co l l e c t



 Deacon: The Lord be with you.
 Assembly: And with your spirit.

 Deacon: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
 Assembly: Glory to you, O Lord.

go s p e l   Luke 11:14-23

ho m i ly Most Reverend Timothy P. Broglio
Archbishop for the Military Services, U.S.A.

ge N e r a l iN t e rc e s s i o N s   Response: Lord, hear our prayer.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

& ### œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙
If to - day you hear his voice, har - den not your heart.

Peter Latona, 2005

re a d i N g i    Jeremiah 7:23-28

ps a l m re s p o N s e  Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9

& ## œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙
Praise to you, Lord Je sus Christ, king of end less glo ry!- - -

go s p e l ac c l a m a t i o N  Joel 2:12-13

Even now, says the Lord, return to me with your whole heart,
for I am gracious and merciful.



Have Mercy, Lord, on Us

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

pr e pa r a t i o N o f t h e gi f t s

(Choir) Lord, We Beseech Thee    Adrian Batten
   (1591-1637)

Lord, we beseech thee,
give ear unto our prayers,
and by thy gracious visitation
lighten the darkness of our hearts,
by our Lord Jesus Christ.



pr e fa c e ac c l a m a t i o N

pr e fa c e di a l o g u e
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COMMUNION RITE

lo r d’s  pr a y e r & doxo l o g y

li ta N y a t t h e Br e a k i N g o f Br e a d

(Choir) Kleine Messe in F  Josef Friedrich Doppelbauer
 Agnus Dei        (1918-1989)

gr e a t am e N  

me m o r i a l ac c l a m a t i o N 
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gu i d e l i N e s f o r t h e re c e p t i o N o f co m m u N i o N

For Catholics
As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist when we receive Holy 
Communion.  We are encouraged to receive Communion devoutly and frequently.  In order 
to be properly disposed to receive Communion, participants should not be conscious of grave 
sin and normally should have fasted for one hour.  A person who is conscious of grave sin is 
not to receive the  Body and Blood of the Lord without prior sacramental confession except 
for a grave reason where there is no opportunity for confession.  In this case, the person is 
to be mindful of the obligation to make an act of perfect contrition, including the intention 
of confessing as soon as possible (canon 916).  A frequent reception of the Sacrament of 
Penance is encouraged for all.

For Our Fellow Christians
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers and 
sisters.  We pray that our common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in this Eucharist 
will draw us closer to one another and begin to dispel the sad divisions which separate us.  
We pray that these will lessen and finally disappear, in keeping with Christ’s prayer for us 
“that they may all be one” (John 17:21).

Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the reality of 
the oneness of faith, life, and worship, members of those churches with whom we are not 
yet fully united are ordinarily not admitted  to Holy Communion.  Eucharistic sharing in 
exceptional circumstances by other Christians requires permission  according to the directives 
of the diocesan bishop and the provisions of canon law (canon 844 § 4).  Members of the 
Orthodox Churches, the Assyrian Church of the East, and the Polish National Catholic 
Church are urged to respect the discipline of their own Churches.  According to Roman 
Catholic discipline, the Code of Canon Law does not object to the reception of communion 
by Christians of these Churches (canon 844 § 3).

For Non-Christians
We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ.  While 
we cannot admit them to Holy Communion, we ask them to offer their prayers for the peace 
and the unity of the human family.

For Those Not Receiving Holy Communion
All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a 
prayerful desire for unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another.

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 1996



co m m u N i o N pro c e s s i o N

      
O taste and
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good ness
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Lord.-

(Choir) Panis angelicus Claudio Casciolini
 (1670-1760)

Panis angelicus fit panis hominum; 
Dat panis cælicus figuris terminum. 
O res mirabilis! Manducat Dominum  
Pauper, servus et humilis. 

Te, trina Deitas unique, poscimus, 
Sic nos tu visita, sicut te colimus; 
Per tuas semitas duc nos quo tendimus, 
Ad lucem quam inhabitas. 

The Bread of angels was made the Bread of man;
He confined the heavenly Bread to a thing of size and shape:
O marvelous thing! That a poor man,
A humble servant, should eat the Lord.

We beseech thee, O God, Three in One,
Visit us, thus, even as we worship thee.
Lead us into thy ways; and by them
May we direct our course to the Light in which thou dwellest.

(St. Thomas Aquinas, 1225-1274)

pr a y e r a f t e r co m m u N i o N



ex p o s i t i o N hy m N

The Most Blessed Sacrament is placed in the monstrance, the concluding prayer 
is spoken, and the Sacrament is incensed.  The assembly joins the ministers of the 
altar in the Exposition Hymn O Saving Victim.
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Adoration will take place in the vestibule of the Upper Church overnight. You are invited to adore Our 
Lord in the Most Blessed Sacrament during the night from the front steps of the Basilica. Adoration 
will take place throughout the day from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. in the Chapel of Our Lady of Lourdes 

on the Crypt level of the Basilica.

All are welcome to participate in Pope Francis’ invitation to celebrate “24 Hours for the Lord” and 
the Basilica’s Forty Hours Devotion, which are being held to foster devotion to the Most Blessed 

Sacrament and assist the faithful in the pilgrimage of Lent.



le N t a t t h e Ba s i l i c a o f t h e Na t i o Na l sh r i N e

sta t i o N s o f t h e cro s s

We invite you to join us for the Stations of the Cross.
Saturdays in Lent following the 12:10 p.m. Mass

Crypt Church



su N g ve s p e r s  a t t h e Ba s i l i c a
We invite you to join us in celebrating Sung Vespers.

Sundays in Lent at 4:00 p.m. 
4:30 p.m. Mass following

March 19, 26, April 2    Great Upper Church
All are welcome to this special celebration of 

Evening Prayer during the Season of Lent.

24 Hours for the Lord: 40 Hours Devotion
March 18 – Closing Mass & Eucharistic Procession

4:30 PM Great Upper Church

Wilton Cardinal Gregory
Archbishop of Washington

Celebrant & Homilist



Lenten Retreat

“Come to me, all you who labor and are 
burdened, and I will give you rest.”

- Matthew 11:28
Father John Paul Mary Zeller, MFVA

Eternal Word Television Network (EWTN)
Employee Chaplain

Presenter
March 21, March 22, and March 23 – Crypt Church

5:15 PM Mass, Lecture to Follow





To make a secure contact-free donation online in support of the National Shrine, 
please scan the following QR code using the camera on your smartphone or device:

Thank you for your generosity and support of Mary’s Shrine!

The Opening Mass for the 24 Hours for the Lord (“the Event”) is being recorded, 
and all persons entering this facility grant to EWTN and its respective licensees, 
affiliates and related organizations the rights to use your image, likeness and voice 
or other sound effects for any live or recorded video display of the Event, for any 
other transmission or reproduction of the Event in whole or in part, and for other 
legal purposes throughout the world in any media now known or subsequently 
developed.
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ac k N oW l e d g e m e N t s
The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception gratefully acknowledges the following authors and composers 
whose materials are employed in this worship leaflet: Processional Hymn Text: James Quinn, SJ (b. 1919); © 1980, ICEL, 
Music: CHRISTE SANCTORUM. Psalm Response Music: Peter Latona, © 2005. Gospel Acclamation Music: Peter Latona, 
© 2011. Preparation Hymn Text: Ps 51; Nahum Tate (1652-1715) and Nicholas Brady (1659-1726), Music: SOUTHWELL. 
Eucharistic Acclamations, Lamb of God Music: Benjamin LaPrairie, © 2016. Communion Procession Music: Peter Latona. 
Recessional Hymn Text: Thomas Aquinas (1227-1275); tr. Edward Caswall (1814-1878), Music: DUGUET. Copyrighted materials 
reprinted with permission under Onelicense.net #A-701285. All rights reserved. Cover Sketch Art: H. C. Shaug.
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